
Cottonwood Elementary Community Council 

November 3, 2020 7:30am 

 
In attendance: 

Kayla Mackay, Principal 
Elise Soukup, chair 
Bella Gardner, vice chair 
Kayla Williams, member 
Julie Knight, member 
Barbara Homer, member 
 
Note: The Community Council did not meet on October 6 because there were not agenda items to be 
discussed. We held a vote on October 26 to approve the use of TSSA funds to hire a 0.5 one-year 
intervention specialist. This specialist would be used in classes to help provide teachers the required 30 
minutes/day to devote to distance learning. Vote was 6-0 in favor of the proposal. 
 
Minutes: Motion by Kayla Mackay to approve minutes from September meeting. Seconded by Elise 
Soukup. 
 

Agenda Items: 

1. Coronavirus update: Currently 0 active cases at the school. There has been one case from an in-
person learner and one from a distance learner. 
 
2. Enrollment in second term: 426 children enrolled at the school. We needed 422 by Oct. 1 to receive 
full funding from the district. The deficit we had from students leaving the school to homeschool was 
made up for by special permits for students from Salt Lake District. Some homeschool families have 
returned.  
 
3. In person/distance learning: At the beginning of the year, we were 89% in person and 11% distance 
learners. That has gone up to 94% in person and 6% distance learners. It continues to be a struggle for 
teachers to balance both because it is nearly the same amount of time to provide content to one distance 
student as it is to provide content for many. Having Fridays and 15 minutes/day has been helpful, but it is 
just a very difficult situation for teachers to manage. Their workload is quite high compared to past years. 
 
4. Staffing: The posting for a one-year half-time intervention specialist closes tomorrow and then 
interviews will begin. Principal Mackay would also like to hire a half-time aid, but that is a difficult 
position to find candidates for. 

5. Drop off/Pick up procedure: Two students were nearly hit in the crosswalk by a distracted parent 
driver. The school will send a text message to parents today about this. The drop off/pick up procedure 
implemented at the beginning of the year can only work with significant parent support and we can’t find 
enough interested parent volunteers to make this happen. Issue raised that parents turning left into the 
circle can’t easily access the right-hand lane. Discussion about blocking off some of the parking paces in 
the morning to be used a left-side drop off lane, with students crossing with the crossing guard. Was 
decided that we’d contact the district to see what solutions they might have. 

Next meeting: Dec. 1, 2020 at 7:30am at Cottonwood Elementary 


