
SKYLINE HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
September 14, 2020 
 
This year continues to have changes and disruptions to routines.  We are scheduled to have 
parent/teacher conferences next week, on Monday and Tuesday.  This is usually a wonderful 
time for families to come to the school and visit with teachers.  Parents and teachers get to 
know one another and begin to form a team in support of the student.  It is a time when families 
feel connected to school because they are here, in the building. 
 
This year, we will be conducting the conferences remotely.  Families will sign-up for a scheduled 
time.  At that time, on the scheduled day, families will join a Zoom meeting.  They will initially be 
in a virtual waiting room.  The teacher will finish the conference with the previous family and 
then let in the next family from the waiting room.  This will connect the family with the teacher 
via a Zoom call that will enable them both to visit, or conference, remotely. 
 
We recognize that this is not as easy as a live conference.  It requires more planning and 
coordination.  I can see two benefits.  The first is that if done well, a family can move from Zoom 
call to Zoom call without too much trouble and no standing or waiting.  The second is we can all 
avoid possible exposure to the virus we are all working so hard to fight against spreading. 
 
Another option that we have available to us is to contact teachers directly through e-mail.  If 
concerns exist or if you need clarification of expectations, teachers will be able to respond to 
those e-mails during the time of the conferences as well.  Teachers are working hard to be 
available to coordinate with families and to engage you in support of student learning. 
 
The research talks about a progression from parent involvement, through parent engagement 
toward parent empowerment.  Our desire at Skyline High School is to do our jobs in such a way 
as to help you feel empowered to adequately advocate for your students and feel like that 
advocacy is having the desired effect at improving learning.  This is a process we are engaged 
in and it takes time to move past involvement toward deeper, more meaningful teamwork 
supporting student learning. 
 
Too often the discussion is about grades and compliance.  My hope is we can support each 
other in efforts that focus on the teaching and learning process with emphasis on how well a 
student is growing in the content and finding confidence as they work toward proficiency in each 
of the standards.   
 
My strongest desire is to help foster the partnership between families and the teachers that has 
produced such exceptional outcomes over these past many years. 
 
Mitch Nerdin 
Principal, Skyline High School 
 

(Detailed instructions will be coming separately about parent/teacher conferences) 
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