[image: image1.jpg]Granite



   Valley Junior High
4195 S 3200 W
West Valley City UT  84119
385-646-5234
FAX 385-646-5235
http://schools.graniteschools.org/valleyjr
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
February 27, 2017

Important dates:
February 28th- Girls Volleyball @ gym

March 2nd – Pictures of teams- read below for more information but please have your student attend that day if they are a part of an academic or sport team!

March 6-10th Scholastic reading inventory testing starting! Please make sure you student are here if possible.

March 8th – Reality town

March 10th- choir concert

Looking ahead!
March 14th Pi day

March 16th Talent show in auditorium- assembly schedule

March 22nd – last day to purchase a yearbook

March 23-30th-Spring break!

Parent supports:
Does your child have a disability and you do have questions about his/her future?

The district is holding a class for parents with students with disabilities and what services they may need as adults. It will be March 2 from 8:50 to 2:30 at the Granite education center, 2500 South State Street

Please call 1-800-468-1160 for more information
Need Help understanding your child’s grades, behaviors or how to navigate school? Please come to our community center! It is open Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 -3:30
Please contact Linda Arnold with questions- 385-646-3686
We want to promote your kiddo!
On Thursday, March 2, Lifetouch will be coming to our school to take group pictures. If your student has played on any of the all-star teams for Valley, is in Mrs. Spencer's 4A or 5A choir classes, is on Math Counts or Lego League or is on the yearbook staff or Liger Squad, they will be in a group picture. 

​This is the only time for Lifetouch to come to our school for these pictures so please make sure your student is here on Thursday and at school on time so they will not miss out on the group picture. 

We are not asking students to wear any specific clothing such as uniforms or team t-shirts. 

If you have any questions at all, contact Mrs. Brinna Torgersen, Yearbook Advisor, at btorgersen@graniteschools.org or call her at 385-646-0917. 

Amazing things happening at Valley!
Choir Concert!
There will be a choir concert on Friday, March 10.  Our choir will be performing with schools in the area to prepare for festival.  It will be at West Lake Jr at 6:30 pm.  If you would like a ticket, contact Mrs. Spencer.

Math Mayhem
On Monday the 27th the math department will have students treasure hunting around our school using their awesome math skills!  Please make sure your student are here to enjoy and get some treasure!
Pi day
On March 14th The University of Utah will be sending professors to work with Math and Science engineering to all of our students!
Girls on the Run
Girls on the Run is starting at Valley Jr. High School! This program provides opportunities for girls to make new friends learn healthy habits and build confidence. The cost is ONLY $10.00! If your daughter is interested in this program, she needs to go to Mrs. Torgersen’s room in the science building to get the participant form.  Practices will be on Mondays and Thursdays after school starting this week and going until May 18. On Saturday, May 20, there will be a 5K Fun Run at Sugarhouse Park. Girls from all over Utah will be running in this fun run. If you have any questions or need help signing your daughter up, please contact Mrs. Brinna Torgersen at btorgersen@graniteschools.org or 385-646-0917.

Courageous Writing 
The 2017 My Champion is a yearly writing contest to honor Silent Heroes.  This year students will be presenting their hero essay presentations of their hero to a panel of judges.  Ten students will be reading and honoring their hero at a school-wide assembly.  On May 23, the top three students, and their heroes, will be picked up in a limo and taken to a breakfast banquet to celebrate and share their hero essays to the West Valley Women Chamber of Commerce and the Granite Education Foundation.  Some classes have already begun to write and formulate a presentation.  If you have questions regarding this contest, please ask Ms. Myers in room 40.

Liger Rules
Parents please review with your students Valley’s dress code, phones PDA and Backpack rules.  

Cell/smart phones, iPods, and other electronic devices: Teachers and administrators may take disciplinary action if a student is caught texting, talking on the phone, or using a cell phone, iPod or any other device in an unauthorized place or time. Staff members may confiscate non-school items, please remind your student to give up their device the first time they a school staff member asks.
DRESS CODE:  Please see the attached document. It is very important that students learn to dress according to standards for their future careers. Please know that if they do have a dress code problem, often our only option is to have a guardian deliver new clothes. This interrupts your life as well as their learning so please watch as your student leaves in the morning to save you interruptions!  Thanks!
PDA:  Please discuss with your student Public Display of Affection, this is not appropriate behavior and not allowed in School.

Back Packs: Students are not permitted to carry a backpack throughout the day. It must remain inside student lockers. Please remind your student to secure their backpack in their locker not in hallways. Please remind your student if they carry their backpack it may be confiscated by a staff member, and if it continues to be an issue a parent will need to pick it up after it has been confiscated 3 times.
Please take a moment to talk to your student about what respect looks and sounds like. We have several students who have gotten in the habit of arguing or walking away from authority figures. The ability to stop and listen will pay back big for them as they continue in life. 

Stellar free programs to help your student!

Codeforsuccess
An amazing free opportunity for your student is being offered this summer at Granger High. Students can take a 9-week course where they learn three different coding languages. This is something they could literally take right into a job or at least start a killer resume! Additionally, students can then be eligible for rehire to become peer tutors once they complete the program!!! Please visit ctsutah.com to sign up or find out more information. 

Brainfuse 
The county library program has started a free online tutoring program! Wow what a great opportunity for you and your student. Details and sign up information can be found at the library’s website or you can click the link here: http://www.brainfuse.com/highed/helpNow.asp?a_id=929EC11B&
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DRESS CODE

The standard dress code of the Granite School District states that students should be dressed in a clean, modest, and appropriate manner at school.  When dress or hair styles become so extreme as to be disruptive to the educational process or beyond the bounds of good taste, appropriate action on an individual basis will be taken.  The administration reserves the right to determine these matters.  Minimum dress standards for Valley Junior High students are listed below: 

PLEASE AVOID THESE:

· Tank tops, halters, bare midriffs, off the shoulder, see through, strapless shirts.-All shirts and dresses must have sleeves. The shirt or blouse must be long enough to be tucked in.  Cleavage must be covered.

· Short-shorts, miniskirts.  Shorts, skirts and dresses should be mid-thigh or longer and must extend longer than the fingertips when arms are held to the sides (when the skirt is worn at the waist). Must be appropriate length even if leggings/tights are worn underneath.
· Leggings or tights with nothing over them.  Shirt must extend longer than the fingertips when worn with leggings/tights.

· Hats, bandannas, sweatbands, hairnets, or hoodies on head or other head wear.

· Sagging pants that reveal underwear. You may be asked to use a zip tie to hold up pants.

· Any pants that have holes that expose skin or underwear above the knee.

· Vulgar, indecent, obscene or insulting slogans, sexually explicit, physical violence (including professional wrestling) and advertisement or anything (message, pictures, cartoons, etc.) that promotes disrespectful attitudes are prohibited on any clothing.

· Dangling belts.  Belts must be tucked into all loops and belt buckles must be free of monograms and/or designs. No webbed or cloth belts.

· Clothing or accessories with profanity, double meaning or gang related numbers (such as but not limited to:  5, 13, 14, 18, 21, 33, 38, 69, XXX, 420, 801, ICP) gang affiliation, drugs, alcohol and tobacco or illegal acts. Promotion of the superiority of one group over another is not allowed on clothing. (i.e. SRH, Tongan Pride, La Raza, Azteca, Brown Pride, White Pride, S.O.S.. KKK.)

· High School, University, College, or Professional Team Athletic Jerseys**Exception: Authorized athletic jerseys from Cottonwood, Granger, Taylorsville or Valley with student’s name.

· Clothing that is the same color on the top and the bottom, specifically blue or red.  Clothing recognized by Salt Lake Area Gang Task Force officers as being gang-related is prohibited. Any style, type, brand or make of clothing that administration determines is currently gang related or disruptive to the school environment.  This includes Dickies or Ben Davis pants/shorts, Nike Cortez shoes, Pendleton type shirts, etc. This list is not exhaustive. See http://updsl.org/Default.aspx?PageID=5604650&A=SearchResult&SearchID=11448780&ObjectID=5604650&ObjectType=1 for more information.
· Solid red or blue (royal or navy) T-shirts or shoelaces, unless it’s obvious the laces came with the shoes.

· Soft sole slippers (i.e. bedroom slippers) or shoes with wheels.  Shoes or sandals are to be worn at all times.

· Low riding jeans that expose the midriff or lower back.

· Pajamas.

· Outdoor coats (i.e. parkas, trench coats) and winter gloves in classrooms.

· Chains, safety pins, sunglasses, exaggerated cosmetics, Jewelry or piercings which presents safety hazards or distractions, are not allowed. (i.e. spikes, excessive piercings)

Students who wear inappropriate clothing will be given the option of either (1) wearing an outfit (sweatpants and a T-shirt) provided by the school; (2) calling parents to bring appropriate clothes.  After school detention and parent conferences may be assigned for repeat offender.
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