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GSD Goals 

YESS is an accredited school. Our goal is to increase achievement for every student and increase 

parent/stakeholder involvement. Granite’s Proficiency Based Grading (PBG) initiative was 

discussed. Attendees were shown resources including a video and directed to other available 

content located on the GSD website.  PBG encourages students to apply the knowledge they 

acquire. Grades are not always a good reflection of learning.  Jason sought all facility leadership 

individuals to establish an emergency response plan that addresses teachers role/fit and their 

respective protocol  for ‘shelter in place.’ 

 

YESS Focus This Year 

Literacy Intervention is still a primary vision of focus for YESS. Every site tests students and will 

tutor select students (as needed.) The University of Utah Reading Clinic (UURC) will once again 

be providing after school reading assistance to the youth at Decker Lake Youth Center (DLYC). 

Jason and Jacqueline Bode have been developing graduate level programming at DLYC which 

addresses two themes: (1) Exposure to career interests, and (2) Skill development through 

certifications and/or college level academics. We are currently looking at how concurrent 

enrollment course work can occur at the facility. Jacqueline is also teaching students soft skills 

and using curriculum that better prepares students to practice the use of these abilities in 

preparation for entry into the workforce.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transition Units 

We are currently experiencing obstacles at our transition units in terms of agency partner (DCFS 

and JJS) utilization. Efforts have been made to reach out to key individuals to market classroom 

availability and access points to the transition classroom setting. Feedback we have received 

from stakeholders has been sought and received by YESS. We appreciate the responses and are 

subsequently implementing alternative learning modules and scheduling to accommodate 

working students and other special considerations. Our customizing components address such 

factors as credit deficiency, behavioral/emotional issues, SpEd testing,  adult education 

transition to name a few. Transition Units will continue to operate within the context of a non-

punitive setting (student-choice). If students fail to comply with the requirements of the 

environment, other placements (e.g. home school) will be considered. We will always seek to 

hold an interagency collaboration meeting prior to any student classroom re-assignment.   

 

Check & Connect 

Check & Connect is an evidence-based intervention for mentoring students. Every YIC student 

should have a mentor across the state. These services help bridge students’ placements 

between facilities and schools. The overarching goal is to connect students to assets and 

supports that will create better opportunities for school success. This includes ongoing access 

to a consistent and available, mentor figure.  

 

School Land Trust 

Jason reviewed the anticipated monies that YESS will be receiving for the current school year.  

Local Agency Council was provided opportunities to discuss its’ potential use and feedback 

options.  Jason believes that this small amount is best designed to pay for a reading tutor. We 

will vote on this in the February meeting.   

 

YESS Website – Suki 

Suki encouraged participants to regularly check the YESS website for program happenings and 

resources. She reviewed the mentoring page on the website and explained its value to the 

audience. We encouraged everyone to share this website with pertinent stakeholders within 

the YIC continuum. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

Next Meeting:  December 13, 2018, 11:30am 


