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Attendees: 

Dave Koldewyn 

Suki Cannon 

Jason Rosvall 

Mike Murry 

Trent Clements 

Cindy Willis 

Ann Jones 

Darcie Peterson 

Jacqueline Bode 

Clay Pearce 

Cara Stephens      Jeffrey Sherwin 

 

Special Education Presentation – Jeffrey Sherwin 

Jeffrey explained IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act). Schools are to ensure that 

all students are receiving services that they need to be successful in school. School personnel 

are to seek out those that need help. Special Ed uses a multi-tiered system of support to find 

and address the needs of students. To qualify, a student must have a disability and that 

disability must impair their learning. If the intervention would be specialized teaching, they are 

placed in Special Ed. If the intervention is an accommodation, they may be eligible for a 504 

plan. An IEP determines the type of placement and what services the student receives. It must 

involve parents and have an annual evaluation. ‘Parents’ is defined as the person acting as a 

parent to the student but cannot be a state employee. If biological parents still have rights, they 

should also be included. Special Education is available in every facility in our district. The Child 

Find process must be balanced between meeting the needs of students that need specialized 

education and placing students in the least restrictive environment.  

 

 

Land Trust 

Jason explained that these funds have previously been focused on our school-wide literacy 

initiative.  He recommends that we continue to use our allotted funds for a reading tutor. We 

are seeing great success with students’ literacy improvement, especially at Decker and DT using 

the funds in this manner. 

 

VOTE: To continue using Land Trust funds for a reading tutor that services our facilities 

YES – Unanimous     

 

Testing Changes 

We no longer use the SAGE test. It has been replaced by Aspire Plus. The Rise test is being used 

across the district for grades 3-8 and requires that students are enrolled in classes via 

Discovery. The ACT test will be given in March to all 11th grade students.  



 

Annual Grant Funding Changes 

We will now have two parts to our grant process rather than one. The first grant is due April 12 

and will likely fund our residential sites, office administration and other fundamental education 

needs. The second part will be due on April 29 and will cover the other expenses. We are 

currently unsure of our upcoming funding, yet do not anticipate any significant changes to our 

overall budget. Jason will learn more about this on February 26. If you have concerns or would 

like to give input, please contact Jason before that meeting.  

 

Program Update 

The students at Decker have participated in the One Heart program. We have partnered with 

Hamlet Homes and SLCC on this project. Six students were able to get their certification in 

framing with the help of teachers from SLCC. A shed was built at Decker and they are in the 

process of selling the shed. There has been very positive feedback on this from the students as 

well as those involved.  

 

University of Utah Reading Clinic (UURC) has been giving individualized instruction to students 

at Decker. Students have gained confidence in their reading and appear to be doing better in 

course subjects as a result of improved reading proficiency.   

 

Joe Hallman has been hired to serve the students at Genesis. He is a Check & Connect mentor 

that will focus on helping students enroll and be successful in their home schools after they 

leave Genesis. He will also work with the students as a reading tutor and with some 

responsibilities that exposed service gaps when the Genesis ETCA was not replaced. Our data 

indicates that students that leave Genesis are not being successful in transitioning back to their 

home schools. Many are dropping out.  

 

Creighton Bell has been hired as a Social Worker to work with students in our facilities. He will 

provide individual and group sessions targeting DBT and Mindfulness opportunities. He will 

streamline the transition process, keep data and provide pre/post testing on our students.  

 

Suki has organized a Tech Innovation Group. This is a group of teachers that will help integrate 

technology into our classrooms through core-specific content. They will introduce the new 

technology and train other teachers.  

 

Anything else you would want to learn about in future meetings? 

If there are other subjects you would like to see addressed in our meetings, please contact 

Jason and he will arrange to have this on our agenda. Darcie indicated in the meeting that she 

would like more knowledge about what each of our facilities do and how to access programs in 

our district.  

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Next Meeting: April 25, 2019 


