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Mentoring and Transition Classroom Updates: 

We are experiencing a dramatic increase in students in our mentoring and Transition Classrooms. Our number 

of students mentored has increased by 36% this year. Mentoring is seeing an increase in aggressive and 

violent behaviors in students. More students are leaving to be placed in a higher level of care. We are also 

seeing an increase in coordination and cooperation between DCFS/DJJS and our mentors. This is in part a 

reflection of Darcie Peterson at DCFS and her willingness to respond to issues quickly and train her people 

well. Right now, two of our three Transition Classrooms are full and have waiting lists. Our classroom at 

Granger is not full. This is because we don’t provide transportation to the school so many students that could 

benefit from placement there are not able to attend. We are also coming up with ways to create bridges 

between mentoring and our students at Youth Services.  

Technology and Testing: 

Nearpod and Star 360 

Suki shared data with the council on Nearpod and how it is being used by our teachers. Teachers can teach 

individual and groups using this tool. We are holding monthly trainings and working on certifying our teachers 

and some of our staff as Nearpod trainers. Nearpod allows teachers to collect meaningful data on students 

that can be used to guide the next lesson plan. We are also using Star 360 which is being well received by our 

students. It will eventually take the place of the TABE test. Nic stated that the reason the State chose the Star 

360 was because of its adaptability. It adapts to the answers a student give to questions and determines the 

student’s level of understanding. It can capture better data on a student and guide their learning. It provides 

better data on students because of it’s shortened testing times. It also has built in resources such as lesson 

plans and activities to reinforce learning. YESS is looking to integrate Near Pod and Star 360 to better serve 

students. 

YESS Blog 

Suki went over our blog and some of the recent YESS activities. The purpose of the blog is to get out the story 

of our program, students and what YESS is doing to help students succeed.  One of the activities featured on 

the blog was the STEMCAP program that was recently completed at DSI.  



New Court Report: 

Darcie Peterson, DCFS, presented the new court report that will be released in January. She will be meeting 

with the mentors in YESS to train them how to use this report to get better educational information to judges. 

The report was established to increase the focus of the courts on the child’s education. Cases where an 

education report is filed with the court do a better job of addressing education needs and have better 

educational outcomes. This new report is more focused and will provide better data for the courts. 

Grants: 

Land Trust Grant 

This grant has an allocated amount of $10,388. In the past, YESS has used this grant to provide reading tutors for DT. We 

have seen successful outcomes with this program and would like to continue using this grant for this purpose.  

VOTE: Unanimous in favor 

TSSP Grant 

This grant has $15,441 in designated monies. YESS is recommending that it be used for student reading tutors. No vote is 

necessary on this grant.  

Any alternative suggestions on grant allocation are welcome. 

Licensing Agreements and MOUs: 

Due to some changes in how the licensing agreements are handled by our district, we will now be asking for 

our facilities to fill out MOUs and licensing agreements with us. Jason will be working on the MOUs and will be 

addressing staffing in classrooms. Facilities need to provide staffing for the safety of our staff and students. 

We will need to know what the plan will be in classrooms when no staff are available.  

Open Discussion: 

Steve Kaelin, USBE 

DJJS just finished a culinary program at Decker Lake and Farmington Bay. This has had a great impact on 

students.  

Lisa St Louis 

DIS and NUBIA are teaming up to provide a mural project at SLVYC. The contracted muralist was so impressed 

that she now has a part time job at Gemstone which is housed at the facility. The theme for the mural will be 

gratitude. Bonnie Shaw is helping with this project. The mural will be done over the MLK weekend. 

How is Special Ed being addressed at the facilities? YIC students in the facilities are provided a Special Ed 

environment. Their special needs are addressed as closely as can be done in a secure facility. Accommodations 

are made even if the IEP is not received. When numbers at facilities, teachers spend extra time with individual 

students.  

Please email Jason if there is a certain issue that you would like to see addressed in this meeting. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Next Meeting: February 6, 2020 




